
46    Part I:  Introduction and Descriptive Statistics

2.5 Frequency Distributions for Ungrouped Data
Although we have focused on grouped data (i.e., data grouped into intervals), 
it is not always necessary to group data when you summarize study results. 
When the dependent variable is qualitative or categorical, or the number 
of different scores is small, then the frequency of each individual score 
or category can be summarized. For data of this type, called ungrouped 
data, each measured score is listed in a frequency table; intervals are not 
constructed. Let us look at an example.

Suppose you come across an article suggesting that children younger than 
age 3 should take at least two naps a day. The benefit of napping in children 
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Ungrouped data  are a set of 
scores or categories distributed 
individually, where the frequency 
for each individual score or 
category is counted.


